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PARLIAMENT, 
COUNSEL, 
+, And theOfficers of the 


ARMY 


Of the Common-wealth of England, Scotland and 
Ireland; IT patience to read and conſider, 


Eccle.7. 8,9. Hag.1. 5. 


Being that the ſervants of the Lord are to finiſh their true and faithful 
mony againſt the world, as the Lord ſhall move them ſo to do, 


Thi 
-.. Who live and move in bim, that ſo they may finiſh their courſe 
with joyz And now for this end and purpoſe have 7/given 
_ forth his myTeſtimony,that 7 might be found doing the 
| Will of God, whom I ſerve in the Spirit of his Son, - 
©. not knowing bur that my ſervice herein may be 
' acceptable coall, or ſome of you, and if bur to 
one, -/ ſhall deglad, and if to none, my la. 
.. bour ſhall nor bein vain in the Lord, who 
is the reward of all them that obey him 
and diligently ſeek him. 


Written about the middle of the ſixth Menth , 1659. 


——. 
—  — 
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 Bya lover of the truth, as it is in Jeſus, a late Member of the Army, 
known by the name of 
THOMAS DAVENPORT. 


% —_—_.. 


Lament. 3e 40; Let us ſearch and try our wayes, and turn again unto the Lord. 


LOND. 0N, J” 
&# Simmons, at the Bull and Mouth 


Printed for Thow 
| near Alderſgate, 1659. 
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goue betore yor,and.-hie will pleadithe cauſe of his own;deas 
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"this fot the Parliament, Councel, and the Officers of 
:.* the Atmry of the Common-Wealth off Englang, |. Scot- 
.. land, andIreland, iz patience to read and conſider, 
\ ..Ecclel. 7,8; 9. Hag. 1.5. | 


FRIENDS, = > 

His is the day of the Lords power, wlierein the lighe 

ſhineth , ang hath moſt glociouſly appeared, and 

is breaking forch more and more unto,the perfect 
: day, being the day of your vifitation Wherein you 
have been warned ; ſo that wone of you can ſay that you are 
ignorant.of what, you ſhould have done for che Lord-, fox 
kis Servants have not had their mouths ſhut, bur by the 
Lord God have been opened to declare unto you their meſ- 
ſage from the Lord, that you nught have been curned from 
darkneſs to the light , from the power of Satan to God 3 
and though the moſt of you have f any by excuſes to pur it 
off from you”and made light of it) as a thing Ot ON tak» 
ing notice of,and to.cover your felves; yet Ifay you ſhall 
not be- icovered-in-this his day, for there '1s nothing 
covered that ſhaft nor be revealed)” neither ' hid that 
ſhall not be known; for the word ky in you 1s a diſcerner 
of the thoughts and intents of your hearts, ſo-thar all co- 
verings and vailes are and' ſhall berent, and wo be to him 
that is covered and not wirh —___— of the Lord; and 
therefore you cannot be cleared b 
that which he hath placed in you, as a witneſfe for hiniſelf, 
doth teſtific againſt you to your xt othevencrbren 
faithful co, the Lords, to,and in what. he hath intruſted you 
withal,even unto that which he hath made ktiown unto you z 


therefore is the Lord God-coming forth againſt you to warn 
e 


you, andatforoplead with youzſeeing the caule of his peo- 
le you have not pleaded, andif deliverance will not come, 
y you,to his own ſeed, he will ariſe to deliver ſoine other 
way,and break you inpiecesas he hath done thoſe that have 


and 
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ore the Lord God, for - 
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arid cehder lambs himſelf, whom you have nievlefted to hear; 
hath nor cheir cauſe come before you ? have not you heard 
of che oppreſſions of the Saints, and who it is that oppreſſed 
them? are theſe chings come before yon, and they nor relie- 
ved, and powtzr in your hands to doit if you had ſtood in 
the Lords Couincel? nay,you have been ſo far from pleading 
their cauſe, that you have taken part with them that have 
been their oppreffors, in that you have ftrengthened their 
hands that they may continue ſtill co prey upon the ſervants 
of the Lord; have not theſe greedy ns the Prieſts for ſo the 
Prophet calls them )which will never have enough?have they 
not been tearing in pieces, and ſpoiling and perſecuting the 
Saints, declaring of what generation they are born, after the 
fleſh, fulfilling the Scripture, for as'it was, even fo is it now; 
and are they not upheld by a Law formerly made by the 
Pope? and now upheld by you, nay worſe, in that treble 
dammage is eſtabliſhed ? and ſome have ſheltered themſelves 
under this, and have taken four or fivefold , andothers 
almoſt all that poor men have , havingno regard to wife or 
children ; ſuch is their cruelty to ſatisfic their beaſtly luſts; 
and you having no more regard to preſerve the Nation'3 
herefore it is juſtthat the ſword ſhould come upon you, in, 
that ſuch a generation as this is now upheld by you, who 
are ready, (in all Plots and Confpiracies laid to ſhed inno- 
ceiit blood) to havetheir hands in them, and againſt your 
ſelves, as at this day doth % , Which is all che reward 
you get from them at the beſt, which is leſs then to have, 
your Souls devoured; And hath not the Lord overturned, 
them that went before you, whoſe hands were found in theſe 
things which you uphold? and do you think to proſper 
whilſt you uphold ſuch oppreſſion , contrary to what your . 
covenant and promiſe was openly, and in ſecret before the 
Lord? Now let that of God in your own Conſciences 
Judge, whether this be right inthe fight'of God, and whe- 
ther in this the Good Old Cauſe be maintained, or bondage 
continued (in ſtead of liberty) for tender Confciences ? 
Now if you mind not your Covenant made to the Lord, as 
they minded not that went before you; whoin cheLord hath 
h A323 OVer- 


overtarned,- the ſame ſhall overturn you and bring you 
down , if you walk in their Reps 3 this was their iniquity , 
andis yours now to uphold ſuch things, as namely, Tithes, 
which the Lord Jeſus the ſecond Prieſthood by his coming 
in the fleſh hath put an end unto, he abiding a Prieft for e- 
ver, Who is x76 A not after the law of a carnal command- 
ment, but afrer the power of an endleſs life; now rhe 
Prieſthood being changed, there is made of neceſſity a change 
of the whole Law; I ſay, it was their ſin and is yours now 
to uphold them; and ſhall not the iniquity of the wicked 
deſtroy them ? ' Surely it ſhall, if they turn not from it and 
repent; now let that of God, which is juſt in you all, make an- 
fwer; if the Lord ſhould throw you down, and there ſhould 
come to reign over you (you returningand becoming faith- 
ful to the Lord in what you knew) and for Conſcienee ſake 
towards God could not ſubmit untoſuch things as ſhould be 


impoſed on you, would you be dealt fo with your ſel ves 7 


would you have your goods ſpoiled, and your bodies caſt 


into priſon, into dungeons and holes ? would you be whipt, 


ſocket and ſtoned for that you could not do, becauſeof che 
fear of the Lord? and would you Judge it a Juſt & Righteous 


chingin them, who had power to reſtrain your perſecutors & 


would not? and is it a Juſt and Righteous thing that we 
ſhould pay them wages that dono work for us?or would you 
have us to pay wages to other mens ſervants? nay, would 
you have the ſervants of the Lord to pay them. wages who 
ſervenot the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ,- but their own bellies, who 
are enemiesto the Son of Righteouſneſs in that ſervice they 
do , ſfecking to turn men from the true Light, and fo ſtiuts 
the Kingdom againſt men , and will neither go in them- 
ſelves, nor ſuffer them that are entering to goin , which 
Chriſt cryes wo againſt? Now can yefriends and ſervants 
of the Lord uphotdſuch astheſe(and now let that of God in 
you all judpe, whether you þe his ſervants that uphold 
them? ) ſhall not we rather with the Prophets, Chriſt and 
the Apoſtles bear our Teſtimony againſt them, who have 
faid, The wareckmen are all blind and ignorant ,. all of 


them dumb dogs and greedy, which can never have enough,” 


and 


| 'Cs) 
and ſkepherdsthat.cannot underſtand,they all look to their 
own way, every one for his. own gain from his Quarter , lke 
beaſts of the field that ſeck to devour 3 and alſo the Propher 
cryeth out, Mine heart is broken within me, becaule of the 
Prophets , all my. bones ſhake, for both . the Prophets and 
Prieſts are prophanez- yea,. in-mine houſe have I found their 
wickedneſs, ſaith the Lord I have ſeen alſo in the Prophets 
of Feruſalem a horrible thing , They commit adultery , and 
walk in lyes , they ftrengthen alſo the hands of the evil- 
doers, that none do return from his wickedneſs , for from 
the Prophets isprophanneſs gone out into all the land ; and 
ſaith the Prophet, There is a conſpiracy among the Prophets 
like roaring Lyons, ravening the prey, they have devoured 
Souls, her Prieſts have violated my Law,and have prophaned 
my Holy things, they have pur no difference between the 
Holy aud prophane, neither have they ſhewed difference 
between the unclean and theclean; and may not theſame 
Teſtimony be born againſt the Prieſts of Exgiand, now in 
this his day by the Servants of the Lord? andthe Lord Jeſus 
calls them Phariſees, Hypocrites, and cryes wo againſt them 
that go in long robes , and loves the uppermoſt.rooms at. 
Feafts, and the chief ſeats in the Synagogues, and greeting 
in the Markets, and love to be called of men Maſter, Ma- 
ſter; and ſaith he, ye ſhall know them by their fruits, their 
hearts they have exerciſed with covetous praftiſes , witneſs 
their cruel perſecutions, & that they have forſaken che right 
way, andaregone aſtray following the way.of Balaam, who: 
loved the wages of unrghteouſneſs, but theſe are worſe, 
for he durſt not takeit; andſaith the Prophet , Pur into. 
their mouths and they will ſpeak Peace tothem 3 but theſe 
are worſe, for thoſe that have upheld them,and put into their 
mouths, they are preparing War againſt them ; and if you 
ſay they are not all ſuch,. ro-wit, the Miniſters, ſo called ; I 


11 ſwer, though ſome of. them have put on a thicker covering, 


and their deceit, to. them who are out of the. Light of 
the Body which is. the fingle eye ,. cannot be diſcer- 
ned , yet in the pure Light of God are they all ſcen- 
and made manifeſt to be. of the.ſame nature, root and. 
A.3 ground, 
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ground ,-for there is no dt OM afnonyg therti; tg 
not the doArine of Chriſt , and being out of the faith tliae 
urifieth the heart , are drove ont from the prefence of the 
ord God with Cai who was a murtherer ; and {lew his 
Brother, arid wherefore flew he'him? becauſe his works were 
evil and his Brothers g60d; Bitbehold; the Loris againft 
all falſe prophets, prieſts and'minifters, thar ſteals my Word 
every. one from-his Neighbour , and uſe their tongues and 
fay, He faith ir, when the Lord hath not ſpoken nnto them; 
the Lord will require ic at their hands, Now be you warned 
from the Lord God of Heaven andEarth, that ye do not 
hold them up in their deceits, for this Ideclare from the 
Lord:God of Heaven and Earth , that that which helpeth, 
andthey that are holpen ſhall fall cogether , for a witneſs k 
am for the Lord God, knowing theterrour of the lord ; 
whoſe wrath is revealed from Heaven agatrnſt all nngodlinefs 
and unrighteouſneſs of ment, who hold the cruch in un- 
righteoufneſs, and unto them'that are contentious and do 
not obey the truth, indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguiſh upon every Soul of marr that.dothevil, for there is 
no reſpe& of perſons with God. | 
| And if you-fay , we wil): not be ſubje& to the higher 
Power, but ſlight Magiſtrates and will givethemno honour, 
nor yield obedience to the Laws of the Land, which ye 
Magiſtrates are- bound to uphold. | 
Lanſfwer, We are (ubje& co the higher Power , for there 
is no power but of God, and to that Power which is of God 
we are ſyubje&X, unto which all-muſt bow, of things both in 
Heaven'and Earth 3 and becauſe weare ſubje& to che higher 
Power , and for Conſcience {ſake cannot refilt the power 
which is the Ordinance of God, therefore it is that we ſuffer 
by them who are out of the Power , and will not be ſabje&t 
toit; and toall Magiſtrates are weſubje&, who are the Mini- 
ſters of God for good, who Rule in, and bythe Power, unto 
which all are to be ſubje& for Conſcience ſake; but to thoſe 
who are out of the Power, unto which all are to be ſubje& 
for Conſcience fake, and have ſet/bp another in their own 
wills which is of the Prince of the powerof the air, to that 
for 
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| mens perfons, nor honourone of. another, but ſeeks the ho= 
| nour wch cometh from God onely, which willftain the glory 
bt of all fleſh; now as the Lord requires, have we honoured all, 
| for our love hath wrought unto all men without reſpe& of - 
erſons, that all might come to the knowledge of the truth, 
that rhey might be ſaved and redeemed from their vain con- 
verſations, even from the bondage of corruption. mto the - 
glorious liberty of the Scns. of God; and hath not the 
1 mouths of the ſervants of the Lord been opened towards 
: you indear love toyour Souls and, bodies, to warn you to 
; repentand turn from that which will be your ruine, if you 
turn not betimes untorheLord? and have not the ſervants 
of the Lord been made free. (for the {eeds ſake which is in 
you and among' you, which moſt of you have not owned ) 
; to diſcovertoyou the Plots of your enemies that are intend- 
| ingtodevourſomeof you(which had you ſtood in the Cop | 
: | —_—_ ce 
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cel of the Lord,had been under your feet, trodden on by You 
«the duſt,. for fuch honour have all che Saints ) and 5ad not 


and to giveyou flattering titles ,” which your enemies wou! 


ant Kone L- - bb io ZOE tk 4 


this beengreater honour to you then che puttingoff che hat, 


do, if they came before you while miſchief were in their 


hearts againft youz though when ſuch have come to ſome of 


you, toſhew love in making known your enemies, becauſe 
they conld not pur off the hatand give you flattering 
titles, you would not ſuffer to come into the room to you 
Is notthisa ſhame that ſuch a thing as this ſhould be, when 
Jeſus Chriſt hath denied and ſhuts them out from the Faith, 
which have itbut in reſpe& of perſons? TIſay, thatſuch a 
thing .as this ſhould be held up by them who profels to be- 
lieve inthe Name of Chriſt [eſus, who hath ſaid, I receive 
not honour from men; And how can ye believe that receive 


| honourone of another , and ſeek not the honour which co- 


meth from God onely ? Bur ſaith he, They loved the praiſe 
of men more then the praiſe -of God, therefore came 
ruine to themſelves, and the Nation both. Now TI ſay to 
you all, be you warned from the Lord God,that ye conjider 
theſe things betime, and turn.not from the Councel of the 
Lord (which that of God in all your Conſciences, if you - 
take heed unto it) will make manifeſt toyou, that ye periſh 
not in your gain ſaying, 


This have T written in gear love to all your Souls, that the time 
and opportunity, put into your hands, may be by. you faithfully 
improved, for the carrying on of the Lords work inthis his day, 
as that of God in all your Conſciences ſhall makg. ma= 
nifeſt unto you, and whether you will hear or 
farbear IT am clear of you all, having dealt 
plainly with you in the ſight of the Lord 
God,, who am a Friend to all men 
without reſped of perſons, for 
the ſeeds ſake. 


TJ»; 3 
THE END. 


